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The Black Country Group of Unitarian churches was
formed when three Midland Union churches joined
together for mutual support. These churches are
Dudley, Oldbury and All Souls’ Wolverhampton.

The congregations meet in the Old Meeting House,
Wolverhampton Street, hidden behind ‘Kentucky Fried
Chicken’ and guarded by fearsome looking iron
gates. But come through those gates on the First or
Third Sunday of each month at 3.00pm, go through
the porch and into the church and you will find @
gem, light, airy, warm and welcoming.

Although the church dates back to 1690 and is a listed
building, thoughtful refurbishment has made it a most
inviting place of worship for a faith that delights in
openness and free thinking, in a belief in one universal
power which some of us call God, and a recognifion
of the worth of the teachings of Jesus and of other
great men and women.

Our worship is led by lay speakers and we invite you to
join in as much — or as little — as you wish.

December 2009

January 2010

The Black Country Group
of

Unitarian Churches

Meeting at the
Unitarian Old Meeting House
Wolverhampton Street
Dudley
Contact 01902 650168



On 6" September, Alison Thursfield, led a very different Service; her theme
was ‘Perceptions’ and this very cleverly illustrated with pictures by MC
Escher —she chose ‘Belvedere’ and ‘Ascending & Descending’. As she said,
at first glance they look like two rather ornate buildings, but look closer and
you see that they cannot ‘work’. In ‘Belvedere’ the base of one column
starts on one side of the picture and ends on the other! In the other, folk are
going up and down a stairway that has no exit.

But, said Alison, this is just the opposite to what we do with people who are
different or disabled — we see the imperfection first and need to look more
closely to see how much these people are like us. She told us that some
architects and designers are making great efforts to understand the needs of
those who are handicapped in some way. The wearing of restrictive clothing
to hamper physical movement may help to create greater spatial awareness
in building design, and darkened spectacles can help to appreciate what is
needed by those with little or no sight.

Alison also spoke of some attitudes to those of different race; often snubbed
because they were foreign with no effort being made to understand them or
communicate on friendly terms.

This service gave us plenty to think about; for one thing, it made us realise
how grateful we should be that, although we creak a bit now, most of our life
was spent enjoying reasonable health and all our faculties. Thank you
Alison — now I feel we will do less grumbling and more counting of
blessings!
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HARVEST!
The first Sunday in October is, by tradition, the Oldbury Harvest Service.
but this year the two churches of Dudley and All Souls’ joined with them.
However it was Oldbury’s Pam Rose who supplied the lovely baked ‘sheaf’
—complete with harvest mouse to be the centrepiece of the Harvest table. She
and Irene Hickman worked hard on the preceding Saturday to make sure that
all was in order. The produce represented many areas of Britain, some local
—tomatoes from Sedgley and spuds and carrots from Wolverhampton
mushrooms from Devon, and other countries provided oranges and
bananas. (see website for picture).
Sue Woolley brought to the Service the real spirit of Thanksgiving, which
is at the heart of Harvest. She also gave us the opportunity to join in and
give our own views on Harvesttime and then spoke of how the various
harvests were celebrated in other countries. Some may seem strange to us,

Sue said, but in each case the overlying theme was gratitude for blessings
received.

Although here in Britain we tend to think of Harvest in September or
October, it seems likely that, every month, somewhere in the world there is a
harvest festival!

After we had ‘Ploughed the fields...” to music provided by David, and the
produce sold, we relished, not quite Harvest Supper, but welcome
refreshments and a friendly chat.

Thank you, Sue!

We welcomed Dorothy Haughton as our leader on 18" October, and heard,
as we expected, a very different Service. Many of us were given chapters of
a book ‘The Quiet Revolution’ to read and Dorothy commented on each
chapter, telling the story of how one man’s vision was changing the way of
thinking in one school. The idea was that for each of 22 months a word
expressing a ‘virtue’ —peace, respect, gentleness, kindness, loyalty etc.
would be examined and discussed by teachers and children throughout the
school. Parents were also invited to join in and overall there seemed to be a
definite improvement. It was a service full of hope for the future — we hear
such negative reports of schools nowadays, it was good to hear something
positive. Many thanks, Dorothy!

And thanks too, to David Mearman for supplying the Music and to our
Oldbury and Dudley friends for the tea and cakes

In December, we start with Bronwen Taylor on 6™, and Phil will join us
again to lead our joint Carol Service on the 20!
Much to anticipate!
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Services for the New Year 2010

3" January Dorothy Haughton 17" January Phil Niblock

7™ February Phil Niblock 21% February TBA



